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t IIKht on the Helen ofNnpoUon III
The extremely Interesting and no duabt trust-

worthy reminiscences which have been pub
llslied In the nowCtllIr VIUiltIUO reprinted

t j In bonk form by Century Company under
i the title of IMt In the IMUrr r Under the Stennd
p4I tnjfre by ANNA U IltRKNKU The author

j was an Inmate the palace for tne nine years
having horn selected to discharge the functions
of coverncss In the court sense of the word tof thcMaughtcrsnf the Comic Charles de Tascher-

in tagerle n relative of the Emperor on tho

1 maternal side Iwilt ba remembered by those
familiar with history of the First Empirei that the Comto de Tatcher da IA Iagcrle 1Ont
cousin to the Empress Josephine had been
culled to the court of Napoleon I when scarcely-
moreI tItan a boy In years He soon bernme n
great favorite not only of Josephine but also of

> tho Emperor whom he followed In sumo of
his campaigns though ho was nf tener under tho

t command nf his cousin Prince Eugrno do
t lleauharnals At tho time of Napoleons

innrrlngo with Marie Louise the youn Coml
de Tatcher was united with tho Emperors ap-
proval

¬

to the Princess Amallo von tier Leyeti
daughter of ammllatlted prince The fall of
the First Empire destroyed the prospects of the
young pair Louis XVIII offered an Important
jmst ethic court to tlteComtede Talcher but the
ittvr preferred in follow his cousin Prince
Eugene who having married a princess of Ba-

varia
¬

chose Munich for his place of residence
In exile hero he remained on terms of the
greatest Intimacy and affection with Prince
Eugene and after the tatters death became
his sisters most trusted friend anti counsellor
When the end of Queen Hortenso drew near

ho summoned the ComtedeTnschcr to her bed
Hide to receive her last Instructions anti hear her
lat wishes Ho It was who attended to all that

6needful after her death and obtained from
the Government of Louis Philippe permission to
bring back her remains her natlvoland There
was consequently a Btmnl tie of regard respecttand confidence Prlnco Louis Napoleon
anti hl mothers relative and faithful friend

his own strangely varied fortunes
brought him to tho position of which he bad

alas dreamed he Immediately cAle the
Comto de Tascher and his son
Charles to his bachelor court at the Elysee
and they wee subsequently Installed at the
Tullcrios where In the household of the Em-
press

¬

the Comte do Tascher himself held the
post of Grand Maltrc and his son Charles thut
of First Chamberlain The latter by the way
lied already Inherited time title of duke from hisp mothers uncle the Duke of Dalberg but re-

upect for liii father had prevented tho YOUIIman from taking precedence of him ti a
later period the Count himself Insisted on his
doloR KO when a decree signed by the Emperor
authorized time Comte Charles do Tascher to

bar thettf duke by which accordingly he-

r Iahnr In tho book before us

L

Iwas creditable to the magnanimity of the
d Emprets that she should have given the Teach
cf ers vIa of distinction near her person Tho

IJ1 Comte do reedier hind always felt the Impor ¬

tance of a suitable marriage for time Prince
Luis Napoleon and had greatly exerted him

to negotiate several alliances of which he
approved and which bod ben nearly complete
lu the early youth of the Prince a marriage
been arranged by lila family with tho Princess
Mathllde his cousin the daughter of the ex

I King of Westnhalla but this 8broken oil
after the failure of the Strasbnrg conspiracy

ii1 Other negotiations undertaken by the Comte de
Teacher personally In the holof obtRlnlnl the
hand of this or that princess hAfallen
through In consequence of the III wi of their
respective courts Nevertheless hopI that
tho rising fortunes of tho Prince wbtn ¬

t dent of the French republic would finally sur-
mount

¬

Rlll leullr8 and the Idea tbat8 Em-
it

¬

peror marry the Spanish
girl with whom as President he had flirt-
ed

¬

at Compelgne never gained fr lodg-
ment

¬

In the mind of the friend
of early lays When therefore Immediate-
ly

¬

after time proclamation of time empire
the Intentions of the new Emperor were com-
municated

¬

to the Comte de Teacher and his
son the later were painfully aurprle and
warmly remonstrated pointing compli-
cations

¬

which would badded to his already
difficult position by the act of raising to the
throne of France a private gentlewoman how-
ever

¬

attractive without conulUnl the will of
the nation They reminde that the case
of his grandmother Josephine to which he had
referred was not parallel she was more than
her husbands equal when she married him and
had risen with him As the Emperor would
listen tno expostulations they finally declared

t that If he persisted in intentions they would
1f leave him and return to Germany At this

the Emperor who was pacing the room sud-
denly

¬

1 turne round exclaiming with unusual

Sbecause you look upon me aa drowning man you wi leave me and refusetgive me a helping F This was startling
I and distressing they were silent The Emperor

then made n strong appeal ttheir feelings of
old friendship and Induce them not only twelcome his bride to accept the two most
important posts in her future court The Em-
press

¬

It seems was fully aware of their con-
scientious

¬

I opposition to her marriage and this
fj knowledge naturally cauaesome constraint at
It first but we are her sincere nature

soon appreciated the noble and chivalrous char ¬

acter of the old Count and the honest devoteness of his son once they had
allegiance The ladles of the family then came
to the Tullerles where as we have said apart-
ments

¬

were provided for them and where the
Emperor received them with kindness recitE
I ng heartily old times and bygone recollections

I

II
It Is evident that the author of this book bad

xceptlonnl opportunities of enervation but
before we mark some of the Impressions made
upon her by the Emperor and Empress let us
note what she lies to say about certain conspicu-
ous

¬

members or the court beginning with the
lion de Morny and the Comto Walewskl the
former of whom It Is well known was the Ille-

gitimate
¬

brother of Napoleon III while tbo
latter was tliu illegitimate son of Napoleon I
It appears that the Due de Moray put torarthe notorious fact that he was a son of ¬

perors mother Queen Hortense on every pos-

sible
¬

occasion In a manner showing a complete
absence of all Innato delicacy of feeling Ills
gentlemanlike demeanor and courtly grace are
said t have been unaurpasse nevertheless
tho flower of the hydrangea ole by the
French llortciuria surmounted a royal
crown figured significantly on time panels of
his carriage and In general nothing that
could recall hIs birth was overlooked TAo
author recalls that after a special embassy to
Russia on the occasion of the coronation of
Alexander II the Duke married a young Prin-
cess

¬

TroubvtskoT who acordlnl to public ru-

mor was an daughter of Czar
Nicholas It was In allusion to this report that
JIorny cynically said I am the ton of a Queen
time brother of an Emperor the soninlaw of an
Emperor cst tout mifurtf Even at the
our of Napoleon III where timers was not
much austerity of principle the effrontery of
this speech caused disgust As regards appear-
ance Y are told that Morny was very like
time Emperor but much better looking toiler
alU ot nne niire with Core elegance and
harm of mannnr Ho was guided only by self
Interest anti was esteemed by nobody but his

I natural cleverness his determined spirit and
his wonderful power of attracting time most
Illdliposcd made him a valuable auxiliary-
to the Empero to whom his loss was
an Irreparable misfortune liii wlo the
Princess roubetukol IIs a one
of those strange beings whose tempers
whimsand caprices would require energetic
repression In the case of children six oldearcoil which aro astounding when met with
among women supposed to have reachr years
discretion Mine de Morny very pretty
but her fragile llltlo figure wns tut thin as u skel-
eton

¬

and Item mal hands nero like a birds
claws Her were very delicate and her
pale complexion of dazrllng farnc but her
tiny Dose wa as sharp as a needle awl Item dark

ye b4 a Ace wajpJsb expression toe Tcry

itit-

L

reverse of attractive Tlio iharp black eyes
were In startling contrast tu her flaxen hair
which was 1 light ns to balmost silvery so
that she was called time Whlta Mouse How
little Under control her temper was ls clear from
nn Incident recounted In this volume At a bull
given at the Tullerles there was a fancy dance
In which this characters of fairy tales were rep-
resented

¬

Mme do Moray sat down by the
Comtrseodo Tnscher and our author to se the
dance Unfortunately tot them time nun du-

Dlno win had chosen th extraordinary
disguise of tho et nf A tree
and who accordlmily was swathed In
bands of brown linen with nIt time

supposed younl hot elanllni out like
a bush hilbut brollht figure just
before tho ladlct A mnl man ho was
exactly on their level time forming a com-
plete

¬

screen They wero all annoyed thoulh-
IlnhlrRlhsltnt but Mine do Morny Mr41
Ing him a haughty Imperious tone crlelt

Otervous do Ml do away from there Ho
turned looted at her from head to toot with In-

effable
¬

disdain hut did not mQJ She uttered
a fore growl and like a tigress flow nt

hlb him by the branches round Ill
head and trying to pull them forcibly aside Ho
took no notice and tailing In her attempt sho
was forced to sit down In a state of fury I Is

SUfI rtcd that such an exhibition of temper In
court ballroom gives sonio Idea of the homo

delights which she provided for tier husband
Tho author remembers a largo ofilclaldlnner
party where the Taher family were among
time guests and where the Duo do Morny was
obliged to do time honors alone because In a fit
of ill humor and caprice his wife refused to ap ¬

pear lie was however quite equal to the oc-

casion
¬

and tmany another of the same kind
playing his part of host with apparently un-
ruffled

¬

equanimity
INC-

A striking contrast to Morny was presented In
Comte Walewskl who also figured conspicu-
ously In the councils as well as at tho court of
Napoleon II Ills origin was sufficiently re¬

valOby speaking likeness to Natmlcon III
was a moro agreeable version of the well

known face of the great Emperor than was that
of Prince Napoleon The Comte deTascher had
n small jiortralt of Napoleon I which as he told
our author was tho best likeness he had seen
This portrait was reproduced In Comte Walow
ski Tho features the peculiar pallor theshado
of time grayblue eyes and their expression were
all there Unlike Morny however Comte Wa¬

lewskl hail the good taste to keep tho explana-
tion

¬

In time background At a court reception
he happened to bear a lady say to another

How wonderfully like his father Ho turned
and with the stilT rather haughty demeanor
which made him in some degree repollant he
gravely remarked I was not aware madame
that mimic ialemrshl l had the honor of being per-
sonally

¬

known to you Wo are told that ho
was not considered agreeable showing too much
of the statesman in private life but he was a
gentleman and more esteemed than Morny al-

though
¬

not so much liked Ills wife greatly
assisted him In obtaining some popularity by
her graceful and amiable ways-

It Is not disputed that between Napoleon I
and the lato Prince Napoleon son ot Jerome cx
King of Westphalia there was a wonderful
likeness but the expression of the fares Is de-

clared
¬

to have been very different In ito good
portraits of the great Emperor tho clear eyes
have a singularly piercing glance at once con-
veying

¬

the Idea of a commanding genius With
the same Cat of features there was something
peculiarly low and thoroughly bad In the face
of Prince Napoleon which recalled the stamp of
the worst Ctrtars He possessed undoubtedly
brilliant talents which had ho chosen to de-

velop
¬

them might have recalled bis uncle In
some degree but in point of foct bo only cari-
catured

¬

the worst points of the Cerulean adven-
turer

¬

and was heartily disliked and despIse
by men of all clastcs and al political opinions
outside of a smal circle private friends Ac ¬

cording to testimony of this witness his
will was despotic his temper violent and
brntal his tastes were cynically gross and
his language was coarse beyond what could bImagined While affecting tendencies of the
most revolutionary and radical type he was es-

sentlally a tyrant mind could brook no oppltolthis wishes which were always brutly ex-

pressed
¬

He was jealous pf the Emperors pre
eminent position as of something stolen from

hlmsl but though In a stateof chronic rebel ¬

lon never hesitated to accept all the worldly
advantages which the t tie of cousin could
obtain for him Our authors observations con-
vinced

¬

her that theEmperor felt a sort of Indul-
gent

¬

affection for Prince Napoleon and hail the
later chosen to make use of his undeniable
talents and to properly discharge the duties of
the position which he had acceDt he might
during time empire have plRYO an Important
political part As a matter tact however
never were natural gifU more misapplied He
could bear no restraint no Interruption In his
life of sensual pleasure and he never persevered-
In anything that he undertook If any personal
sacrifice were required to carry It out Every-
thing

¬

that he attempted bore the stamp of end
den Impulse never followed up He seemed to
delight In outraging public opinion and so In-

cessantly
¬

played the part of the bull In the china
shop that Napoleon III was kept In a state of
constant anxiety as twhat he would do next
Prince Napoleons refusal to drink the health of
the Empress In ner presence on her birthday Icited as one of many Incidents of his disregard
of the manners of a gentleman ana we are as-

sured that his real feeling for tho Emperor was
on more than one occasion Thusblraye Planori attempt on the Emperors life

when Prince Napoleon came to present his 00clol congratulations his face was Pwhat lay beneath time Rurfacetbat the Empress
turning to one of her ladles whispered In Eng-

lish
¬

Look at time Prince Napoleon I Another
fact of which only an inmate of the Tullerles
could bavn cognlzunce Is worth mentionin-
gIt arm that after the famous revolutionary
speech In the Senate which brought down upon
Prince Napoleon n withering response from the
Due dAumala the Emperor sent for his cousin
and his voice usually soft anti loWwas hes rd
raised In auger and Indignation even In time tile
tant waiting room of the attendants There
was In fine a violent scene smith when Prlnco
Napoleon returned to the Palais Hoyol ho
vented his fury on a magnificent vase of Sevres
porcelain which dashed to pieces Yet the
author Is Impartial enough to acknowledge that
the Due de Tascher who had said that he would
rather serve the King of Dahomey than sUch 1
lan hut who had hearthe speech In the Sen-
ate

¬

admitted with unwilling admiration But
what an orator He looked as handsome as
Lucifer himself The opinion of his personal
friends as to what lila future rule was likely to
be wee exemplified lu the answer of ono to
whom after the talof the empire Prince Nap
len said I am Emperor you shall
an Important pout Monselgneur was the
answer In the laughing tone needful to render
a bold remark acceptable If ever you should-
be at the head of public affairs I would take to-

m heels the very next day for you would not
be easy to deal with Time Prince WWnot of-

fended
¬

at the blunt frankness nf time speaker
for he was acute enough to despise sycophants
and to appreciate independence even In those
who mAe him understand that they would not
endure his unmannerly ways On such occa-
sions

¬

ho has been known to say by way of apol-
ogy

¬

Oh my dear excuse toe lam
iLl bred Jr mitts irnlilcif Notwithstanding
his democratic opinions end plebeian tastes
Prince Napoleon was extremely proud with the
prldo uf birth Inherited from his Herman
mother the Princess Catherine of Wllr-
tcmbcrff He had royal blood In imls

veins and was a detormlne to carry-
out ibtnttUrtlg equal requirements-
as any Prince of the German confederacy He
looked down on Napoleon HI as time ran of a
private fcentlewomaii antI the husband of an-

other
¬

I am of too great IneA11 for that was
a saying of his and his was finally grat-
ified

¬

by obtaining time hand of a Klqg daughter
time descendant of an ancient reigning house

IV
With regard to Prlnco Napoleons sister

time Princes Mathilda time author testifies
that with the same Ilrlklnl Bonaparte cast of
features M her she WMba lkht

ft iii bred In feet A Conlcan eemlbArlJrlan-
aho hAt possessed great beauty and In her
youth we have mM hut been blrlhe to
Napoleon lit Perhaps It was for reason
Hint the limited time Empress Ktig nle ot whom
thu spoke In offensive terms As years went by
though still retaining the classical Ilines of Item

characteristic frattifM sue bud become as
coarse In hot personal appearAnce as ho always-
WAS In her language nnd manner It Is pot de-
nied

¬

however tlmt time was clever anti artisti-
cally

¬

glftedt she was principally surtounded by
men belonging to literary antI artistic sets Ills
also conceded Ithat she was vnrr tool natumt-
to nil aruuud her and a kind sympathizing
friend In IceIt would bard to conceive ot Iwoman less
congenial than time Prlncc Mathlldo to the
young nnd Innocent girl who became time wife of
1rlnce Napoleon According to tho author
tilii book time Princess Clothlldowns multi Is mill
a princess of mcdlirval times a Saint Elizabeth
of Hungary nclthrr very educated nor very
clever caring only for her religious iirnctlces
anti her ivorkK of charity limo 1rlncess-
Clotltdo was 0much like her father possess
beauty but her rnjnl bearing anti graceful
future were at first greatly admired Time Inter
however did not long retain time elegance of lt
lines and time Princess noon ceuscd to pay much
attention to her toilet lapsing even Into a care-
lessness

¬

which greatly annoyed her husband
No one haa any Influence over her and
what she conahlore her duty was per-
formed 1 fort of gentle placid
stubbornness which allowed of no expostula-
tion

¬

The ladle who had been first appointed
to attend her wlro teRIO with such rudeness
by Prince Napoloqn one after another sent
In her resignation so that finally the 1rlnccss
hid only around her ladles chosen out of time

circle composed of hil friends anti their wives
whose ways end opinions were Irreconcilable-
with her own She was not attracted either by
time gay doings of the Imperial courtwhere she
only appeared on necrssnry occasions being
herself accustomed to traditional etiquette and
comblnlnl tho pride of rank which she consid ¬

tre1 proper dignity with a real Christian hu-
mility

¬

She Is a true princess was commonly-
said of her Wo are told that nt the present
time site attends the poor like n hospital
sister wearing hospital aprons and shrinking-
from no act of charity however repul-
sive

¬

Although however when she rises site
dresses without assistance her attendants are
required to bo within reach and In readiness tgive their services because It Is proper that au h
should bo the case no usage of etiquette Is
overlooked simply because It Is right that she
should btreated as a royal princess Thus has
always been during tho empire oven In her
early youth no one dared to show time least fa-

miliarity
¬

In her presence She spoke very ltteanti enconraeed no one else to do so over
any one did sue express her private opinions or
utter anything more definite than truisms-

V
Before passing to the account of the Rmprecs

Iword may be said about the Princess Mottcr
Web We aro told that this lady had no beauty
her face was of absolutely simian type only re ¬

deemed by bright Intelligent eyes her com ¬

plexion was dark her mouth was large and her
nose was flat Even her figure was more titan
slender anti devoid of all beauty of form yet
owing to her remarkable elegance of demeanor-
her animated expression of countenance anti
her richly fashionable dress she was considered
attractive notwithstanding her physical disad-
vantages

¬

There seems to have been In her an
Inexplicable mixture of Innate high brdlnland acquired tastes of a low order she
RpprClln society at her very entrance there

bno mistake From head to foot site
was tho highborn lady tho grande dante
She had however an extraordinary Incli-
nation

¬

for walking on tho edges of
moral quagmires anti peeping Into them with a
proud conviction that her foot could never slip
Timers are stories of her Imprudent adventures
but our author is convinced that she escaped
unscathed anti limed no other motive In seeking
them than foolish morbid curiosity as to p o-

rJo anti matters which should never have been
even mentioned In her presence She acted with
a degree of rashness and buy that ould have
ruined most women yet no one really attacked
her reputation all mellowed that according to
the expression of a holy of the clrt site had
never crossiil the Rubicon e are assured
that In spite of her vagaries the Princess Met
ternlcb was far from being allly On too con-

trary
¬

site had considerable wit and great
sharpness of repartee As she dtd not care
what she said her retort were often
very clever and always amusing though
too free to b repeated She affected
masculine manners When she first arrived-
In Trance she bad been Invited with other
ladles to Complegne and on their return In tho
train Lord Cowley then British Ambassador

akO If be mIght bIndulged In aclgarettc
young ambassadress drew front her pocket

a cigar case of most masculine appearance
offered hIm a formidable cigar and took ono
herself Her will alone seemed to her sufficient
to justify her acts Thus haughty as she was
she did not hesitate to Invite to item dinner table
time notorious Theresa 1 singer whom no otto
else at that time would have dared to receive
yet from whom the Princess Metternlch con ¬

dcende to take lessons In order to sing her
songs with duly pointed emphasis On the

whole the authors conclusion Is that tho mis-
chief

¬

done by tho example of time Prin-
cess

¬

Metternlch In Parisian society was
Incalculable She throw down time barrier
which hitherto had separated respecta-
ble

¬

women from their disreputable sisters
and led tiro way to h liberty of speech and
action which were before unknown I IIs ac-

knowledged
¬

that site was much attached to her
htialnnd nnd that In essentials she was a good
wife hut It Is pointed out that others less
favorably situated may not have escaped as
she did from the natural consequences of look-
Ing too closely over time frontier the debatable-
land Some Incidents Indicate that tho ex-

cessive
¬

pride of time Princess Mctternlch may
have led her to Imagine thru in Paris sho might
do anything without compromising her dignity
She was intimate with a lady who although
received everywhere In Parisian society did
not seem sufficiently her equal In rank-
to become her friend To a remark on
time subject sho answered carelessly Oh

It wel enough here of course I
could not see her In Vienna She was reported
to have made a sll more Impertinent speech at
Complegne hle on a visit there Tho simon
loopodup skirts wero lust beginning DO worn
the Empress had not yet habitually adopted
them and the Princess Metternlch had been
urging her against time opinion of her ladle to
appear titus dressed on tho public occasion of
time races In time town When time Kmprcsa left
tho room one of tho ladlcslnwaltlng to the
Princess Would you give time same advice to
pour Empress 7 Oh no said the Princess

Html the case Iis quite different Tho Empress
Elizabeth IIs a real Empress

VI
The author of this hook bears wlne8to the

remarkable beauty of limit Kmpress Iwits site
says a beauty perfect that to bo appreciated
gully a fut glance was not sufficient Tho
more the form of time Empress was ex-

amined
¬

tho more the observer felt that It lullnot be surpassed und was rarely equalled
wore peculiarities but no detects The question
as to time truo color of tho Kmprcsss hnlr Is
answered In title olumc It appears that time

Duo deTnschcr asked our author to tie a lock
nt hair given tu him by his Imperial mistress
Holding tho hnlr In her fingers she was ableof
course to examine It closely Iwas say
beautifully coft anti One and seemed mado
up of minute threads of reddish cold
mingled with others equally fine of n
darker color Ourlut1er was times convinced-
that no artnco was employed any impartial
observer havo dlrcernO how totally dif-
ferent

¬

was the hue ruin produced by hair
drcsjors1 fluids or powders Time tint wax limo

Venetian iiuburn of Titians pictures multI the
Empress had limo wonderful com pinIon usually

aecnmllnlnl that raru thistle fhe birds note

wnscarcely of Its plumage bhoipoka-
Frunch with a marked Spanish aecltand her
vole had the hartb guttural frequent

ta

among Castlllans H appears that the Empress

a extremely simple not to pay careless In
her homo habit and In her ncgllgo toilet
though most ridiculous stories <fcrn
spreAd with regard to her supposed luxuries
Ai t her character Ilimo author avon thAtIn spite uf 11 certain fondncM for
sho was essentially a spotless wife as cite
hail been n spotless bride notwithstanding
the calumnies which assailed her nt time time nf
her marrlato Touching these calumnies tho
Due do Tnscher once volunteered to say when
he was relating to the author tbn scene In which
his father and ho math remonstrated against th-
oJmlerorlnUuIU As to time Empress her ¬

my conylctql on my word of honor-
Is that no purer ever knelt nt time altar
Our objections were not against Item personally
hut on political grounds Title witness testifies
that the naturoof the Emprc Eugenie was high
and noble though what might have brett great
and good had been Imperfectly dnelopcd anti
remained Illregulated under tho management
of ik very worldly mother who hud lived sepa-
rated

¬

from her husband who became n ulclonr
early and who seems to bare had very raguo
notions of what was desirable tot her cnlhtersrime lattcrjvero soIfrom rchool never
remaining Mnl II any and when Introduced
In society went from ono place tanother
In n contlun round of amusement driving
about walerh1 places and Indulging In n
style wlconahlorc fast Tho habits thus
ac1ulrO eplaIn many tho Empresss male ¬

when raised to her supreme position Site
could bo generous on Important occasions hit
Imal things escaped her notice Site had not

princely art of giving oven trifling marks
of remembrance on appropriate occasions with
graceful words of acknowledgment IIs sug-
gested

¬

that ns tho year of her Ilrlho bad
brett debt anti difficulty remem-
brance

¬

of these things may have hod some In-

fluence
¬

on time want of liberality attributed to
her by those around her

Front tho point of view of lavish gener-
osity

¬

time Emperor presented a strong con-

trast
¬

to his wife According to our author
who Is certainly a trustworthy witness on this
point there never was n moro nmlablo
man In private life titan Napoleon III or ono
more absolutely unpretending We are assured
that Bis constant gentleness nnd his unvarying
patient kindness wero preyed upon by Dan of
those around him but ho was deeply loved by
all who wero In habitual personalcontact with
him moro loved titan wits tho Empress Euge ¬

mile notwithstanding her personal charms She
was fanciful and tenacious In her fancies which
often Irritated those who had to yield to her
wlnhes despite difficulties and Inconveniences
Tho Emperor always quietanti ti apathetic
disturbed no one but an appeal was made to
his feelings ho could not resist There was It
seems a sort of tenderhearted sentimental
softness In his nature which recalled time sensi-
bility

¬

of liyeono days It was doubles In
hcrlteu from his mother Queen Jorten e
This often led him astray and may be
the real explanation of ninny errors
Tho author avers that ho was far
from olns deliberately false hut unluckily
for was mot a man ol feeling than 1
man of principle Title led to weakness anti
vacillation e like many others whose na-

tures
¬

are toyielding when he had finally taken
a decision he was firm even to obstinacy To
ono who saw him almost dally for nine years It
seems that anybodv moru unlike tho blood-
thirsty

¬

tyrant depleted by Victor Hugo anti
other political adversaries could scarcely bimagined Tho eight of tho battlefield of Sol
ferino bad left on his mind such an Impression
of horror as to destroy RI dreams of military
glory anti It was with greatest unwilling-
ness

¬

that ho was drown Into tho wars that fol-

lowed
¬

principally through time pertinacious
pressure of time Empress Kugtnie who bail not
seen a battlefield and who only knew the con-

ventional
¬

pictures of glory and heroism with ¬

out their fearful cost

Vlnctl la the Middle Ace
We are Indebted to the Messrs Macmlllan for

an English translation of a remarkable book
Vlrall in lilt MMMeAat by Douicnlco Compur-
ettl professor at time University of Florence
Tho aim of this work Is to give a complete
history of the medieval conception of Virgil to
follow Its various evolutions and vicissitudes
and to determine their nature their causes ant
their conception with the general history
European thought What constitutes time diffi-

culty
¬

of time task Is time necessity of studying
with equal thoroughness both classical and
romantic literature Prof Comparettl Is ono of
the row scholars who have combine both quali-
fications

¬

The book before ns 1 monument of
his comprehensive acquirements It begins
with an account the period In which Virgil
himself lived and more than a half of its pages
are devoted to tho Virgil of literary tradition as
distinguished from the Irll of popular legend
who forms the subject of restot the volume-

It
I

of course in connection with theaEncld that the tame of Virgil among his con-
temporaries

¬

rtachO IIuhighest point By vir ¬

tue of this epic took rank not only as tho
greatest but as the most essentially national of

oman poets Living at a period when his na-

tion
¬

hail reached tho acmo of Its historical
development Virgil was compelled while keep-
Ing Just eo much idealism as time nature of an
epic required to fix his eyes on history for his-

tory
¬

was time basis of that universal national
feeling which had jutt then reached Its highest
pitch of Intensity nnd was more titan ever in

neOof adequate expression Conscious of his
office and aided In fulfilling It by n power of
sympathy alt his own Virgil brought imis poem
both In subject nnd treatment mitt such close
connection with IHUII history tlmt It mlglit

allot bo as an Introduction to Iwhile nt time same tlmue It IIs a poetical sum-
ming

¬

up of the impression that tho history
made on time minds of nil those wno surveyed-
It Tocommand the admiration altoman au-

dience
¬

however It was indispensable that a
poet should bnot only n patriotbut at the
same time a rhetorician a and an
antiquary In such ancillary qualifications
none of his contemporaries equalloI Virgil
H he In addition to many other studies had bo
stowed particular attention upon time Iatln
tongue both as It then existed nnd also In Its
earlier forms with a view to bringing It tper-

fection
¬

tend making it an adequate vehicle of
exprcdilou fur lila artistic conceptions Ho
know moreover tho pecret of concealing his
great learning never displaying It ostenta-
clously so nto make the poetry subordinate to
it mend he was thus able to satisfy two entirely
different classes time learned few anti the gen-

eral
¬

public Time extraordinary skill evinced
by Virgil in his use and creation of poetical
dltllon anti In his treatment of metre nod time

minuteness of his antiquarian researches made
with a view to giving UU work correct local
eolorli wcralho characteristics of his poems

although extrinsic and mechanical
maths tho most profound Impression upon
time Hainan mind Throughout tho vlclsvI

tummies which time conception of tho poet under-
went

¬

title Impression survived and remained
however dchiacd tutU distorted exceptionally
vivid In alt time literary traditions of tho Latin
mIlo mcgee Perfection of language Ifemrclo-
Ihe Hllnl snob on oOell111I of art
thut It may be said to blol time chief point
to which they looked In forming a judgment In
their opinion felicity of language oulil atone
fur tho absence of mommy other merlin limit
was because tho development nf Unman lit-

erature
¬

hud ben fur less natural than that
of limo Oreoks To reduro a rouh anti bar-
barous

¬

tongue Into a form In which It could

D time chicle of n literature not national
In Its origin but Imported as It were sud-
denly

¬

from nbrqal was a task of time great
vat dlneulr this task It was that tIme

1811 writers set before them and
upon tholr attention was mainly concert
tiatcd rite whole of Latin literature up to
Cicero anti Virgil may bo detcrlbul us nothing
but I series of experiment In which ulfnru
urine continually mao to mould time lunuuugu
according to thoso requirement which
Ureeklnlluentohod Imposed upon taste Tho
object was finally attained by Cicero and Virgil
ttiu former lu prose the latter In poetry anti

both of them succeeded so entirely In satisfying
the Ideal of a perfect language that all subse-
quent

¬

attempt In this direction were fore-
doomed

¬

to failure This achievement of theirs
was regarded by the Anolent as actually their
chief merit and Intensity and unl
versollty of the misaim whloh It satisfied It was
undoubtedly the principal causa of their fame
him indent times

It
Time greatest trltunph gained by Virgil and

time other AIIustl poets was In time domain of
education was unquestionably the perfec-
tion

¬

to which Iho Latin language had been
brought by Virgil antI Ikero which tended far
more than nny educational reform of Augustus
to encourage tbo teaching of grammar as n-

Hwclal profession It is certain that during the
whole first century of time empire and part of time

second time study of grammar wits highly de-
veloped

¬

anti dominated tho field of literature
giving risetlearned nnd Important works by
Hixclallsts thu contents of which Were largely
drawn upon by grammarians of 1 later date
Virgil embodying ns lie did time highest demon-
stration

¬

of time cRpablleL of tho Lntln tongue
was bound to supreme authority on
nil grammatical questions No nthiir Latin
writer was mado the subject of study-
by so many grammarians or called
forth lo many grammatical works A
good example of tho esteem In whloh ho
was held Is furnished by tho work of Nonius
composed towari tho end of limo tithed century
which was almost entirely a compilation from
earlier IrenlfAf In tlil book which Is of no
great example from Virgil
Is well nigh fifteen hundred Time ueu In OlOwhich tho grammarians made of Virgil wits so
extensive that If ni tho VlrgllUn MSS had
been loft It would possible tram the notices
given us by time ancients of time poems anti limo

passages quoted from them by time grammarians
alone to reconstruct practically time whole of
tho Bucolic the Ueorglcs anti tho Eneld In
grammar and wo might meld In rhetoric the
authority of Virgil was oiipremc his poetry
was sotpeak the bible of time ancients

III
Let us turn now to the legends concerning

Virgil which were gradually evolved during
tho long period between thu downfall of time

Itonmn empire In the west and time Italian
Renaissance Those legends mere of two kinds
IterRryand popular rime literary legend this

comprehending every unauthentla state-
ment concerning Virgil which was current In
the literary traditions was characteristic of the
medium In which as wo have just seen his
unto ns preserved Itconslsted of a number

of particulars or anecdotes which occur sepa-
rately

¬

or in combination with historical notices
anti which though incredible for historical rea-
sons

¬

contain In themselves nothing Impossible
or supernatural Snch accretions were
time direct product of the grammarians
anti teachers of rhetoric who found in
Virgil a model and a storehouse they
were seldom pure efforts of time Imagination
but were generally based on some story which
was cxnKlerRte or upon some verse or allusion

was misunderstood An anecdote cur ¬

rent among the commentators was ono hiv
log reference to tho hemistich ot the Jneldu
which describes Asranlus as tnaoiurnpftalttrnI-
tntmr time second hope of mighty Rome In
this admiration for the iloet Is expressed by
setting him side by side with time greatest mas-
ter

¬

ot Latin prose Cicero having heard tim
Sixth Eclogue recited In the theatre of Cytherls
and being struck by the extraordinary genius It
displayed was wild thave asked for the name
of its author and having learned Itto have ex-

claimed
¬

IfdcftOT1 rptJi altf rrt fmmr be himself
of course being tho OrHt 111 aterwartlntr
duce the words into 1neld ascribing
tlem to Ascanlus The people who started the
story aid nut know that at the date of the pub-
lication

¬

of the Eclogaes Cicero was already
fiend Colossal is the anachronism of an Anglo
Saxon writer who taking literally certain
metaphorical expressions considers Irll as
the contemporary arid tutor of Ily
another strange confusion of various Ideas we
tint It asserted that tho Sibyl recited In person
Virgils ten Eclogues before the Homan Sen-
ate

¬

There was further 1 tradition not In Itself
Improbable which spoke of Virgil as receiving
large sums from Augustus nn a reward for his
work Title tradition wa patcularlyconnected
wIth the lutes on Iarcelu which Irgl Is

Mil to have reeive1sum of money In on
tho spot sum Is fixed in nn Interpo-
lated

¬

biography at 10OOOO sesterces per line
The same story with an absurd addition occurs In-

conlectolwith a wellknown distich for which
Virgil said to have been rewarded by Au-

gustus
¬

with a largo tarn of money and his free-
dom

¬

Not content with this an author of tho
twelfth century declares thst Virgil obtained
for the same distich from Augustus the fief of
the city of Naples and the province of Calabria
Herwoe an encounter between time literary
and the popular legend which latter was Nea-
politan

¬

In its origin anti In which Irll always
figures as lord or patron of the city Naples
Of the sayings attributed to Virgil In literary
traditions some of them are manifestly founded
on passages In his poems These sayings do
not otTer any very striking features anti
ar for the mot part little moro titan
commonplaces Yet they portray Virgil
as a man of a mild and Venial tem ¬

perament with a good supply of tact and com-
mon

¬

sense They dMcrlb him too as In high
favor at court anI several of them take time

form of answers to questions addressed to him
by Augustus or Mtrcenas Tho admlmtion in
which ho was held comes out In several cases la
thoMTy words put Into his mouth Time into I

of title part of tho legendary biomnphy Is very
uncertain there Is munch in I Indicative of the
middle ages Yet It would seem beyond doubt
that some of I belongs to an earlier period
One of these sayings of ltcl that on Ennlus

Ilam searching for gold a dunlhl11 al-

ready
¬

found quoted In the century Thn
liking of time ancients for collections of
appthegms IIs well known and probably tome
such collection of the dicta of Irll was pre-
served

¬

In the works dealing with blle-

lrlmvalldea
IV

of suoh a kind that Yin
to bo the most popular of

the Latin poets because In him his readers
fonnd as It were an historical echo of that
Homan feeling which so long survived tho em-

pire
¬

In time Wost by which the minds of morn
for e many centuries were haunted tenth
which ho had been so supremely 1leto represent anti Interpret The historical

epoch moreover to which ho liclougcd-
nnd In which ho had lien so consnlcuous
n f uro was the ono which was best anti
most commonly known andI formed time

centre of every mrdlaval conception of
antiquity The fact that he lived tInning
the reign of Augustus at tho beginning-
of Iho empire anti In such close prox-
imity

¬

to tho birth of Christ served to place
Virgil In the moat favorable light for the
mcdlmval mind and played no small part In
developing limo historical side ot his reputation
Together with this went time religious and philo-
sophical

¬

aspect of tho poetby virtue of uhleh
ho was regarded n > a man who wits lot tar
from tho kingdom of iodiind was furnished1

besides with nn unfathomable store of univer ¬

sal wisdom All tie nnciuuu InJrnl whether
prose writers nr poet wvro looked upon as

philosophers but tho tchoolit of grummnr
anti rhetoric which had never dlrd nut kept
chiefly time poets In view mind among them Virgil
held thu first sway Icuce throughout rncdhtvul
times Virgil was time most widely known anti
popular of time ancient writers though
of course he did not figure In the minds
of relatively enlightened men tie tho mole
representative of time wisdom of time anclermia
When time scientific ardor anti time strong Intel-
lectual

¬

moveinont which arose at time beginning
of time twelfth century lied given to Aristotle
his ellknown position In the scbcoUnf phi-
losophy ho too tins looked upon ai omniscient
but Ylrgll still remained nt time head because
his fame while lr dlng up to tit Idea of thuplll-
iminhor was connected With those moru general
and elementary ttudlcj of Latin tellit which of
course Aristotle imam nothing to do Tho cen-
tral

¬

point uf Virgils fame wnsil ways the school
of grammar herein was laid the foundation

4

5

of hit medieval celebrity To turn up then
time reputation of Virgil In time middle ages
liad three sides the historical time phlloso-
phlc l or religious and time grammatical
title last though time lowest and most
trivial forms time base on Which time

others rest As tar tho irsthctlc or properly
artistic silo In this conception It Is as n rule
reduced to nothing and time gap titus msdo Is
supplied by time expansion of the other tides
which limit for the absence nf esthetic percep-
tion

¬

could never have attained to such pro ¬

portions

V
The Virgil of Dintu Is on tie whole In

accord with this conception and Is certainly
nut time real Augustan Virgil html that
Ideal Virgil which resulted from time vlons
peculiar to time middle ages Not or
course that Dante Is n mere compiler of
tiiedlinvnl Ideas Ho U rather their Interpreter
and vltallrcr Ills typo of Virgil whether per ¬

sinai or symbolic Is fa grander and mnro
noble than could have been time outcome of a-

mcto compilation of time ordinary notions of tbo
ago Of time reasons which led Danto to
cbooso Virgil for his guhlo In time Divine
Comedy many are selfevident In time first
plneff Virgil was his favorite nuthur and time

prettIest poet with whom ho was acquainted
Being moreover n great poet himself Dnnto
appreciated Cite art of Virgil ns no other man
of tho middle ages had ever been able to do
He adrnlrrd him fiirtherasthe singer of the glo¬

rice of italy anti as a poet of Italian feeling It
was through Virgil that Dnnln ban brought
to maturity his lofty Ideal nf time empire and
all time elevated poetry which that Implied In
tho formation at title Ideal Virgil lied scried
him not merely as a theorist but also as an-
notnnl historical witness both by the sub-
ject

¬

of bis poem anti by tho period to which It
belonged Then by following time svstcm of al-

legorical
¬

Interpretation which was In vogue In
the ralddli ngis Dante found In the Enrld
just that account of thn souls progress to¬

wards perfection which was the subject of his
poem Once more In Dantes conception of time
relation between reason and faith and of the
power of Limo Intellect unenlightened by revela ¬

tion to attain to certain great truths Virgil
stood out preeminently among the great names
of antiquity as the otto who according to me
dlreval Ideas appeared time purest and time near-
est

¬

to Christ of whom he had been however un
consciously n prophet Finally In time con-
struction

¬

of his great poem Dante derived the
main Idea nnd many of the details from Virgil
anti mado more use of him titan of any other
writer In time course of his work

How far Dante was raised above his con ¬

temporaries Is exemplified In his refusal to
adopt time popular legends about Virgil which
wero current In his time and which had already
gained n footing In literature With these
legends be must have been acquainted yet there
is not a single passage In his poem In which
Virgil appears as a magician or Indeed ap¬

proached that character lu any way If one
reflects Indeed upon the grandeur of Dantes
conception and the discriminating nature of
his admiration for Virgil one cannot but recog-
nize how distasteful must have been to him the
follies of the Neapolitan populace The way
too In which he treats magicians and astrol ¬

ogers In lila poems shows that deeds of magic
would have failed to constitute for him the
surpassing wisdom which the common people
considered them to Imply Had he thought of
Virgil ns a magician ho would have had to put
lira with Guide Bonattl Asdente and the
rest for whom the Latin poet evinces In time
llvlneComedy only repulsion and disdain The
ruth Is that Dante did not look In Virgil for

anything foreign to those ideas of his that were
associated with the name of poet and among
Uiose Ideals magic had assuredly no place
Granting however that Dante sought an em-

bodiment
¬

of the highest and purest type of
earthly wisdom we are still confronted by the
question Was he necessarily driven to choose
Virgil Of time many scholars who have dis-
cussed

¬

the DantasQUe Virgil the author of this
book is so far as we know the first to Inquire
why Dante as a schoolman should not rather
have selected Aristotle In Dantes tlmn
omniscience was quito as generally attributed
to Aristotle as to Virgil In the region prop
per to scholasticism the formers fame far sur-
passed

¬

time lattcrs and Dante like the rest of his
compeers would regard Aristotle as the su-
preme

¬

authority on philosophy and as the prince
of human reason As to him also there were not
wanting legends be too was believed to have
come as near to being n Christian as was pos-
sible

¬

before the coming of Christ and his pros-
pects

¬

of salvation were seriously debated
Dante moreover In time theoretical part of his
scheme of the empire had not failed to make
use of the authority of the Stagyrite But Aris-
totle

¬

was a Greek and no Roman and entirely
alien to Dante as poet who therefore never
could feel that familiarity with him that he felt
with Virgil anti consequently could not on
such an occasion as that offered in the Divine
Comedy have chosen him for his guide

VI-

We pass from the Virgil of distorted literary
tradition to the Virgil of the popular legends
which were already current as we have said In
Dantes time The literary tradition while
making Virgil omniscient had never forgotten
his main characteristic of poet and never
actually described him as a simple mathemati ¬

clam or astrologer capable of working miracles
making talismans or time like To establish the
Idea of Virgil as a wonderworker there
must have been a peculiar conception
of him already elaborated Independently
of literature among people Prof Com
parettts investigations show that this con
ceotlon of time magician Is entirely popular
In its origin antI only subsequently took a
place In romantic literature owing to the con ¬

genial soil which It found there prepared for It
Tin original homo of the idea was Italy Many
of the Illustrious names of Homan history hat
remained floating In the memory of the
Italian people disconnected with their histori-
cal

¬

surroundings but preserving none the less
certain characteristics which had their origin
In history however much this history might be
perverted by the limited capacity of the popu
Ian Intellect or the vagaries of fireside gossip
Thus such names as Ctrsar Catiline Nero mend

Trojan retained In time legends distinct person
allttes Time popular Vlrgllian legend originated
In Naples It was a popular superstition
founded on local records connected with Virgils
long stay In tho city anti limo celebrity of his
tomb therein It was associated with certain
localities statues anti monuments In the neigh-
borhood

¬

of Naples to which Virgil was sup-
posed

¬

to havo given a magical power The be-

lief
¬

had long remained entirely ccnflned to time
coinmon people anti tiad found no artistic ex-
preKslcn of uny kind It was llttlo known
outside of Naples anti little enough regarded In
Naples itself but foreigners who visited the
place heard of It antI recorded It and thus It
eventually passed not only Into popular ro-

mance
¬

but even into Latin works of a learned
nature for In tIme outs tphcre no less than In
time other time general Idea of Virgil was In
harmony with Mich n legend Front time twelfth
century onward therefore that is ui say from
time beginning of lonmntlc literature properly
ao called nno niceU with anew phase In time
conception of Vlrull time Micresstvo stages of
which mire ramlned In the last ten chapters of
title hook The phase is dUtlnct nnd new
in that lbs origin and development mere not prop
only speaking literary but Popular Time worth
popular does not ot course Imply that time con
ceptlou Is In no way represented In learned lit-
erature for It Is iicci6tury to trace Its history
with limo assistance of n number of literary
works what U meant by tIme term U that litconception of Virgils magical power originated
among time people and was propagated in the
popular traditions

VII
Among time earliest Latin authors who refer

to time Neapolitan lecenos about Virgil Iis Con
rat von ijiivrfurt Clianrullor of time Emperor
Henry VII and hU Vicegerent In Ndpli and
Sicily Conrad mentions them lu a letter writ
ten In tillI In which ho narrates lila mpre-
nlonnnf ImIs journey Is Italy Ho record with
ported faith time belief of time Neapolitans that
their wailsand even the city Itself were founded

a

by Virgil and that Virgil moreover had d
posited w ltd them as n palladium A small model
of the city In a narrownecked bottle This
palladium which was to preserve Naples from
nit hostile attacks bad not prevented It from
falling Into tint hands of time Imperialists and
If any Otto lied n right In doubt Its efficacy
It was tunrml himself who haul taken time
city nnd dismantled It Conrad observes
however that the reason why time pal
ladlnm had failed tu net was that
there was a crack In time place ns
was discovered when It was examined Th
other martils which according toConrnd were
attributed by limo Neapolitans to Virgil were it
bronze horsr which nhllo It remained Intact
prevented time horses timer front breaking tbetr
backs n bronze Ity placed on nnn of time forti-
fied

¬

gates which while It remained theredrov
awn flies from thu city anti a butchers block
on which limo meat kept fresh for six seeks
lleslden when Naples wns Infested owing to
the numbers of Its cry pis anti Uhterrantan
the oiling bv multitudes nf serpents Ylrgll
banished them nil to beneath time gate Known ai-
tho aria iurrcn and Conrad himself dcsrnou
Stow tho Imperial soldiers when demolishing
the walls hesitated lung before this gate for
eon of letting loose nil tIme serpents It was sup

posed to contain Then attain Naples being
troubled by time neighborhood of Vesuvius Ylr-
gll

¬

proposed to remedy thin by sottlneupaalust
time mountain a broti7o stattio of n man with
n bent bow anti an minnow ready on time

I imt tomem s t tm

keep time i olcnno quiet till otto line tIny a coun ¬tryman nut understanding whv time figure
nhould euclid thcru forever H Ith Its how drawn
llrtd ill limit arrow for It and struck time exlgu of
time crater which thereupontraiKhluny rcccrn-
Incticed Its eruptions In his anxiety moreover
to prolde In every possible seny for the pnbllo
good Virgil had made mar Iliaiin and I1ntuollpublic bathr e hlch cc arc iiMful ltd vs cry sort ofillness ami bud ndnrnid tthorn with pluMer
Images representing tbo various dltenres andIndicating time bntli proper ion each special CHSC
In addition to nil tin Jonrail relates es hat was
believed at Naples about the bones of Virgil
TliPKe according to him were burled In a ratlasurrounded by time sea and If they wore ex-
posed

¬
to time air It became suddenly dark a

noise as of a tempest was heard and time wax
nf tliu sep became violently agitated This
Conrad adds be had seen himself

VIII
It Is manifest that tbo presence at Naples of

time grave ot Virgil must liae played an Im-

cortant part In keeping his name alive In DOJJU

lam traditions Whatever doubts may be thrown
on time grave which nt time present tiny Is
pointed out as Virgils or that which In the
middle axes may have pasted for such It Is an
historical fact that Virgil wished tote burled at
Naples and tljat he actually was Interred there
Time notice In time life of Virgil ascribed to Dona
tut is probably derived front time biography of
time poet written by Suetonius USins A Dj
anti Is confirmed by other notices which show
that tIme grave of Virgil became the chief orna-
ment

¬

at Naples and attracted visitors just as If
It had been tho shrine of some deity Sums
Italicns was accustomed to approach It as If It
had bten n temple while Statins actually call
It tern plum lu the filth century still SMonl-
nk Apolioiibrlu speaks thugravn of Virgil ns
time boast of Naples It is clear therefore that thisNeapolitans seeing this species of ttorshiDgoing on must at least have bad the name ot
time poet engraved on their memories If no
notices to title effect have comedown to us Irma
time earlier part of time middle ages that Is
merely twcause the writers who could have given
them did not take Interest in matters of thisnature From what is known however of time
reverence wjtli is hlch Virgil continued to beregarded throughout western Europe we may
conclude that the Neapolitans must have been
for many centuries accustomed lo Inquiries
from all educated foreigners as to time poetsgrave In time tenth century that Is to say at
time time of time darkest barbarism the authorof the life of St Athnnaslus when giving
utterance to an enthusiastic eulogy on Na-
ples

¬

with which be was well acaualnted
mentions Virgil and time epitaph which the poet
had composed for his own tomb Later again
in the middle of the twelfth century the Pro-
vencal

¬

troubadour Gullbem Angler when wish ¬
log to Indicate Virgil speaks of him us himthat lies upon the shore at Naples knowing
that every one will understand his allusion
We can easily account therefore for the popn
Jar notion that the grave of Virgil si as Inti-
mately

¬
connected with the welfare of the cityas well as for time cognate Idea that as Conrad

says the poets bones when exposed to the airproduced storm and tempest Both these no¬
tions may well have been of ancient date
Buch legends were common enough even laPecan times The value that the Athenians at¬
tached to the hones of Edlpnt Is well known
anti similar beliefs were current elsewhere
Here we should observe that Naples which hod
succeeded though not without severe struggles
In preserving its Independence almost withoutinterruption from the time of Justinian to the
end of time twelfth century was thereby better
able than other Italian cities to preserve the
ancient traditions During the centuries of
barbarism however the general Intellectual
level was not any higher there than elsewhere
end consequentlytheconreptlonsnf time famouspersons of antiquity which were kept alive atNaples underwent considerable transforma-
tions In the minds of men of every degree of
culture and tended Inevitably to become asso-
ciated

¬
with legendary surroundfngs-

IX
All the popular Ideas and legends relating to

Virgil we have cited butt a few of them which
had their origin at an early period and con ¬

tinued to develop and spread during time cen-
turies

¬

of the duKedom of Naples remained for s
long time confined to the Neapolitans them ¬

selves and hardly made any Impression on the
outside world With the Tall of the dukedom
however and the rise of a completely new era
under the Norman kings and especially with
the brutal Invasion of tho Imperialists who dis-
mantled

¬

the ancient city of Virgil the spell was
broken time shrine of patriotic beliefs was rto-
i2ted anti the sacred fire that had fed them was
forever quenched Foreigners to whom the
name of the local St Januarins meant little
whereas the name of the worldfamed Virgil
meant a great deal anti who were already con-
vinced

¬
of the Infinite nature or Virgils knowl-

edge
¬

eagerly collected and dlssemlLatexl timers
stories and while In time new Naples no longer
Homan and hence no loneer irctllAn theIrproduction ceased and tbnlr very memory be-
came

¬
faint they began to be propagated In evenstranger forms throughout th countries ofEurope Prof Comparettl has filled chapters

with these extraordinary tales Not untilafter time Klxtcenth century Uo the Vlrglllnnlegends disappear and become known onlyto scholars lime ago of credulity was nownearly passed and tho phantasies which It hadgenerated were dissipated before the light oj
critical reason and empirical philosophy Sogreat a change however could not bo otherthan gradual anti titus the Ylrglllan stories
tinmen their treatment has Iweume wlintlfehave left clear traces on learned works which
deal with occult sciences Even In the seven ¬
teenth century when the question as to whet hermagio and witchcraft liml city real exIst mirewas agerlydlMiisrd a question serious enough
when time stake was often lulled upon to lolvaIt the magic of Ylrgll was from time totime referred to as an historical fact limit time
progress of intellectual regeneration cottabrought forgetfulnossof the middle mcgee which
came to be regarded as H distant epoch littledeservlngof attention anti when Hit Vlrgllian
legends worn aluted oiis ttmmmysseru from tluiato tlmu by scholars time > torts treated as curt
oMtlni jutat ai In tovcriil collections of antiquity
thrro were preserved inuitlo mlirom whlihlore the name of Virgil An fur lieu oral popu ¬
lar traditions tthey onlr remiincd alive altertint middle itgex in Japles incl soot itttrn IItaly
time home of their birth At Monte Vtrgllm they
wero stilt tlmirUhlng In time setunteanth century
when the abbot of time mniiuMeiy titer vomitpllediwitli thulr slstuiice a curious biiicrrauliy
of limo poet lu Naples Itudf time legend con ¬
Itinued to exist In n luudltlrd form itmuig Ithoj-
xHiplo nnd von at the beginning of IIhu present
tiiniuo seed mil travellers mention Itlura Ono
of tbeiio tpuakbKfa MtnhiUi hu p < la to tIme

School ot Virgil anil relate purl ol u conver-
sation

¬
he had with nn old fishtriiiiiu es liollcdon thiiisimm Mi Cmi tihit scull ue old titansaill to him thut I Ci Imru Virgil lived to Mi-

InuI often haw him Itherewith his lxuk in his
bund 1llu Mib a hiiiulMJine frenhh oklngI man
ho know how with his nmflc tit preiervu hU-
oulhI I heao tulls Meru ouered with circled

until IlinesI IHe used lo ciiiiii item Cs fill i rites
Miircolliiit and tench him thu crtrrls of thespirit world Oftenlii ftc w ildv > t Mormn when
no llshermun would haudaret to et nut they
its ii to put to wu IIn u bumsi No rotver was CM r
ufrulcl nhtn Virgil esima cc lOt him tIhu tlerctr
time storm time litter ho liked to bu at seu
Often hu tat up thi ru on time mountain
antI looked out limanl Iho gull Many
of his toita he cc rite tin re No doubtthey 5 cri prophecies winch ho cc rute for theru
was ttt von IIMIIIIII htmL he foretold Its eouiliiir
Illien hu veiled the triirdei ur nil I field laooriMH
nail BHVU Iilium gosh adltu and taughtI them
when to now their mrn In Naploi Itself at
time present mitt > the levends ira > lit ttldtnhai 0
well nigh died out limit few Mill I itt gtmr IIII I Ito
nclghborliiiud uf tliu cave at 1iltroll whcru n
n tim s o ommes crlbed tu thet iviithI t T of this bonk 4

the luiiifu wti h hull iHilnnged to Ylrgll nn the
mountain there syitmlt uin tlii r exphiiiiil Ithat u-

ulrft in til riMlc cemme tie a Iindim thruUKlinhlruYlrgll mod to Kpeuk to imta lieu Nor U time
nuniury of HID grist mauiiiali julIo rxtmct in
other marl a nf IItLiiilv At liorgtmm t tim in Sled
went vuriunt twuur threu deludes ngo rural
iect lot tif Virirlfaii magic ind tliu maricUoiis-
n Idom imputed in time ip°et ctil llnd S a memo-
rial
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In a popular tradition nt Taraiito where
tho Trlsllo Aqueduct IIs attributed ti Virgil
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